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Friend R. S8. 8 


N O' I have been much taken up 
with Buſineſs ſince 1 laſt came 
into this County, yet I have 
look d over J. Bockett's Pamphlet 
againſt Tythes, which ſomeDays 
= ce thou lefteſt with me; and 
any one that reads, and obſerves 
pra he depreciates, and cries down Humane 
Learning, if acquainted with the Principles of 
the Quaters, will find Reaſon to believe, that, at 
leaſt, he himſelf thought it was writ by the Inſpi- 
ration of the Spirit of God: And had 1 an Op- 


A 2 f ene 


a ” *% 
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pPortunity to ak thee, probably thou. wouldeſt. 
oon, that the Spirit within rhee did give Teſti- 

Dene, -- 

Poor as according to your Principles, the Spirit 

or Light within every Man, is the Rule of his 
Faith and Life, and not the Light or Spirit that 
is in another; ſo I have Reaſon to think, thou 
would it not with ſo much Aſſurance have recon 
mended it to my Peruſal, had'ſt thou not ben | 
perſuaded of its Truth and Unanſwerableneſs ; 
which I ſhould be glad to be inſtructed, how thou 

couldeſt be according to your Principles, other- 
wiſe than by the Teltony of the Spirit or Light 
within thee. Wi * 

For you have of late been too oſt deceived, to 
pretend to the Gift of Diſcerning of Spirits; and 
whatever might be done at your firſt Setting up to 
be Reformers, which ſeveral yet living can remey 
ber the Time of ; I ſuppoſe now, you would be 

 aſham'd to own fo much Skiltin Phyſiognomy, as 
to be able to ſay, you can ſee the Devil in Mens 
Brows, or Faces; and will not fay, a Pamphlet 
muſt needs be true, becauſe writ.by one that calls 
himſelf a Quaker or Mechanick. © 

Tho after all, if thou aſcribeſt ehis thy Perſua- 

fion to the Teſtimony of the Spirit, both thou and 
I ſhall be as much to ſeek, what ſort of a Thing 
this Teſtimony of the Spirit is; and whether 
God's Holy Spirit ſpeaks to you, and tells you 
ſuch a Thing is true or falſe. _ . 
However, becauſe I look upon thee, and ſome 
of thy Neighbours as well meaning Men; and if 

it might be, would willingly reclaim you * 

FIN | oe 
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| ſwer your Queries and Pamphlets, (how trifling 
ſoever and 12 inent) you are apt to conclude 
they are unanſwerable ; tho' for ought I know, 


and again; and lude, that if it be not an- 
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$4 9 
the Error and Danger of your Ways; and becauſe 
I know, that if Men of my Profeſſion do not an- 


this now before me may have been anſwer d again 


ſwer'd, it is becauſe it is not thought to deſerve 
it; I ſhall beſtow a few Hours and Thoughts in 
conſidering it, and notwithſtanding my Abſence 
from Books and Papers, and the Diſtraction of my 
Thoughts through Multiplicity of Buſineſs, do 
not doubt, by God's Aſſiſtance, and the He 1 of 
that little Learning I have acquired by his eſ⸗ 
ling upon my poor vours, (which F. Bockett, 
as he has Occaſion, ridicules and inveighs againſt ) 
to make it appear, that if in writing his Ur 
was guided by the Spirit, it was an ill Spirit, 
that his pretended . ht within hath led him 
to the Darkneſs of many — 
Indeed, I can find little that he meddles with, 
which he does not miſtake in, or deal worſe by: 
To give ſome Inſtances of it; for I cannot think Þ. 
it worth the while to take Notice of all his trifli 
Impertinencies; which, any one that reads his Per- 
formance, may ſoon perceive, did not proceed 
from a Learned Academick; ſo as that he might 
have ſaved himſelf the Labour of telling us, in 
his Preface to the Reader, that he was a poor 
Mechanick. ; | 
And what he ſays in his firſt Chapter of the 
Manner of Tythes, (Tything he means) and the 
End for which Tythes were given under the Law; 
oft” A3 © beſpeals 
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ä 
beſpeaks him a TS, or ee as * as. 
Poor Mechanick. 


1. It's One Bar at ; whe leaf, to . _ 
no more than one Tythe was paid and receiv'd 
under the Law ; whenas any one that reads Levi- 
ticus, Deuteronom y, and Numbers, may find there 
were not fewer than three, diflinguiſh d from one 
another, by the different Perſons they were to be 

aid to, and that were to partake of them; t 

er with the Times when they were to be paid, 
8 where they Das ing and as will 
evidently in Diſco 
of his 3 * * 

2. The Second of which, we may well rechen 
his confounding the Poor's Tythe, which as 
you may ſee Deut. xiv. 29, was to be paid but 
once in three Years, and making it the ſame with 
that of the Levites, w whicit-way 46 be Faid every 


A Third, his the afore - mentioned 
145 to prove, that oor had as good a 
- Right to all Tythes, as 1 Levites themſelves; 
tho Numb. xviii. we read not of any that had 2 
Right to the Levites Tythe, beſides the Priefis 
who, as it's in the 28th and 29th Verſes of that 
Fa were to have a Tenth out of the Levites 

enth | g 
Tt's a Fourth B to ne the Priefts 
Levites have little or no other Maintenance {} 
under the Law  defides this one Tythe, when he 

read Deut. xiv. 22, 23, 27. of another Tythe 
K * yearly, i both f from the Leviter 
| Tythe, 
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” Tythe, which Namb.xviii. 91 neal kt 2 
A. De eaten by them and their Rey ag 3 
— whereas this was to be carry d to Jenſalem, or in 
if caſe of too great Diſtance, to be turn d into Money 
d \ to buy Proviſions with, for the Owners and Levites 
- to feaſt upon there; as the Poor and Levites were 
re to do in the ſame Place of that Tythe which was 
1e _ every third Year, as you may ſee Dent. 
de So that, if different Times for the Pay- 
e- | Gene of ae ene of Fee d. 
d, were to uſe them, er with Difference f 
ill Places whete they: werd to be ufed, and different 
ry Ends tov, can make any” 'Diftinion in Tythes ; 
| it plainly appears Furs the Scriptures before-re- 
on cited, that no leſs than three diſtinct Tythes were 
as in Uſe amongſt che Jen: One of which wholly 
ut belong d to e Priefts and Levites, who were not 
th 20 want their Shate in the other two, as there you - 


may plainly find „Vit may ſeem towards the main 
raining therapy the Help of Sacrifices, Cc. when 


a 
x 


ed in waiting upon their Office at Feruſalem, as the 

Aa firſt Tythe was for the ordinary dlnlinTnance of 

S ; | themſelves and Families. __ © 243 

a . wk 3 irq 

; Bat all this (28 much as it u en was but 
vat. of that Maintenance that was due to the 
tes T and Levites under che Law; and ſd ne 1 


fes 
215 but in art ſhew the Miftakes and Ignora -Þ 
not Malice, or other Wickedneſs of 3 — . = 
with his 5 infallible Spi rit : As indeed it o 25 he” 

de, if inſtead of he © oY 
2 he gives vp þ 5 x 


[8] 
However, beſides all theſe three Tythes, in 
which they had their Share, where the Whole 
did not belong unto them ; there was the Firſt 
Fruits call'd Bicurim, which the Fews reckon'd at 
the Hundredth Part of their whole Crop; and 
the Terwmah, which they eſteem'd the Fiftieth 
Part; to which, if we add, the Corner of the 
Field valued at the Sixtieth Part, it might eaſily 
be made appear, accordingly as Learned Men have 
computed, that in an ofdinary Year, the Jews paid 
above a-Fifth Part of their whole Increaſe ; and 
every third Year above a Fourth Part: To ſay no- 
thing of the Prieſt's Share of the Peace- Offerings, 
Sin-Offerings, Cc. and the Skins of Sacrifices, 
which (as Philo a Learned Few obſeryes ) made a 
Revenue ; nor of the 48 Cities of Refuge, 
with their Suburbs, mentioned Numb. xxxvi. And 
could our _ have made the Payments to ur, 
amount to a Third of this, how tragically would 
he have cry d out of the Oppreſſion, who begins 
his Book with ſo grievous a — it, and 
the heavy Burden of Tythes upon the Inhabitants 
| of this Land? Where indeed a Tenth ought to be 
| paid, as I doubt not to make appear before I have 
| done; but whatever may be done in the Place 
where 7. Bockett lives, which I know nothing of ; - 
and would willingly hope, is ſtock d with more 
conſcientious: Men, than this Pamphlet beſpeaks 
. bim to be ; yet there are good Grounds to believe, 
+  thatif it be in the South, as it is in the North, 
i where lam beſt acquainted ; take one Pariſh with 
bs another throughout the Nation, and there is not 
paid the Twentieth Part of the yearly Increaſe 
EO 2 Eo” throughout 
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And in: 


- Inſtead of both : And it would not be difficult to 
Finfſtance in a Number of other Pariſhes, where 


Nation; yet Friend Bockett muſt be a very igno- 


neſty? Nay, with what Face and Ffrontery could 
he, as he does Pag. 9. call upon his Readers to 


© SM 
throughont England; the reſt being fwalldw'd 
up, in — granted to Religions Houſes, 
Preſcriptions, and other corrupt Cuffoms and 
Adodus 8. i 9 ** * . | . | | _ 
1 muſt own myſelf to be one of thoſe whom 
J. Bockett, by way of Contempt, calls Te 
wongers; and yet, tho as Rector of the Pariſh 
where 1 live, I ought to have Tythe through» _ 
out the Whofe; tlie better Part of it pays me 
only ſome inconſidꝭradle Cuſtomary Rent, as 
there it is termed in lien of their Tythes of 
Corn, Ce. 4. pf : | Maa a BY; e is 
he very next Pariſh, where there is 2 
Rectory likewiſe, not one Sheaf of Corn is paid 
to the Rector; and unleſs I much miſtake, as lit- 
tle Tythe- Hay, but only fome ſmall Sums of Money 


the Caſe is the ſame, if not worſe. 5 
But however this Matter be, and how much 
ever Tythes, by the Methods fore - mentioned; 
may be diminiſhed and leſſened throughout the 


nt, as well as poor Mechanick indeed; if he 
does not know, that the greater Part of thoſe that 
are called Great Tythes throughout England, are 
in other Hands, than thoſe of the Miniſters -f 
the Doral? Ef DE Ai 
And therefore, with what Conſcience and Ho- 


note the Unreaſonableneſs of thoſe that call them- 
ſelves Goſpel- Miniſters, in exacting ten Times 5 
e m 


[ 10] 


il much by the Law of Man, as the Levites had by 
il the Law of God? Mie 


In the County of C. where now we are, there 
are, if I miſtake not, near Ninety Pariſhes ; and 
L think, not much above Nine, where the Pariſh 
Miniſter receives more Tythes, than is paid to your 
Vicar: And yet, if thou thinkeſt it worth thy 
while to enquire, thou wilt find, that he is ſo far 
from having the Tenth Part, that he has not the 
Fiftieth Part of the Tythe-Grn throughout the 
Pariſh ; and ſhould'ſt thou'think fit to extend thy 
Enquiry to the whole County or Nation, thou wilt 
find the Miniſters of the Goſpel, one with ano- 
1 ther, have not ſo much as the Prieſts had under 

1 Law out of the Levites Tythe only, that is, 
| - the Hundredth Part: So that herein, as well 

e many other Things, thy Friend's Light did 


- miſlead him. 
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5 
| | But not more in any Thing, than when (un- 
| | like to one that accoreang to his Principles writes 
by Inſpiration, and by Profeſſion. is ſo inviolable 
nan Obſerver of Truth, that there is no need for 
Hi His ming an Oath) it mov'd him to ſay, Pag. 8. 
j| thatthe Levites may be thought to be, if not a full 
| Tenth, yet near a Tenth of the People ; when if 
il He had look'd back from Numb. iii. 39. which he 
ih quotes, to Numb. i- 46. and compared them toge- 
| ther, he might have found the Levites not to be 
| much above the Thirtieth Part, reckoning their 
Males from a Month's old and upwards, and the 
| reſt of the Tribes from twenty Years old and up- 
"| Wards: For according to this Computation, we 
jagd the Levites to be only Twenty andTwoThou- 
| | nd, 


L 11 J 
ſand, Numb. iii. 30. But the other Tribes, Numb. 
i. 46. to: be Six Hundred Thouſand, and Three 

Thouſand and Five Hundred and Fifty. s 
And then, what might we ſuppoſe them to have 
been, had they, like the Levites, been reckoned 
not from Twenty Years, but from a Month old 
and upwards ? Sure, conſidering how much that 
People were addicted to Marriage, and how young, 
and withall, how prolifick their Women were, to 
ſay nothing of their Polygamy, we cannot rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe: leſs, than that they would have 
more than trebbled their Number; and fo, the 
Levites not have been ſo much as the Eightieth 
Part of them. 7 2 + 
But if Friend Bockett knew theſe Things to be 
- true, and if he did not, I appeal to yourſelves, 
whether he is a fit Man to write Books ; yet theſe 
ings, how falſe ſoever, were to be mention d, 
and the of our Maintenance, and'the 
ſmall Numbers of Miniſters receiving it to be in- 
Gnuated, becauſe otherwiſe his Compariſon be- 
. twixt the Levites and Gaſpel- Mini ſters, and grievous * 
Complaint of the Burden, and Intolerableneſs of 
our Maintenance in reſpe& of theirs, had been 
ſpoiled: Tho had he no more to live upon, than 
many of our Miniſters have in Tythes, &c. more 
than a Third of the Livings afore · mentioned be- 
ing ſo ſmall, as that the beſt of them amount not 
to Fifty Pounds per Annum ; and ſome of the 
: worſt, not to much above the Fifth Part of it, 
if to ſo much: I ſay, had Friend Beckett no more 
to live upon, and as great Families to maintain 
he might find other and better Employment for his 


Time, 


{ 22 J | 
Hi Time, than ſuch ſpiteful Untruths againſt 
ſf— 4bem, 28 Stop nee Lanny: to fan no 
"i worſe of them. 
| | Nor is his hinting, if not aſleiting 

| 


- chit none 
of us have any rightful Title to 0 Tithe, utileſs we 
| can prove ourſelyes to be of the Lineage of Levi 
and Ans Stock, any whit better — thoſe o- 
it other 5 which if requiſite to entitle us to the re- 
| cus — 14 6, J cannot 7 unto, mor know 

t will; q an therefore, 
| —_ he, or any — of his Fri on — 


| the proving an appar ito be or: that 
we are d cended from any other 7 — 


_ ent; for ought I can * we mnſt een 

Title to the Saale vaters great Grievance, and 11 — 
— Charity, Which cher call Goſ Muimenance; 
though I doubt, we ſhmuld not more of it a 
monat ſuch! opvetons, ' contentious Ferſons, as 
man of them axei noted to he, who. now make no 
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f Conſcience; of ma u of our juſt Dues ; than 
| | -ufually was amo ofe hard-hearted Jert, to 
1 ew e de and Perfuaſions from 
f m 


| [ F 133 But tho, as he ein be oft Brains 
| "ef xp a3, wich ol aur: \Viſdent nbd Barr ef . 
eeient Authors (which ordinarily none under-value, 
but thoſe that cannot uſe them) cannot prove, = | 
are deſcended from Levi, or any other of 
| | Jem; yet we read. Gen. xiv. 20. that Abraham 
{41 Faid Tythes to Melchiſeder, of whoſe Order we 

1 — end, and are able to prove ourſelves to be 

| TIT itical Priefthood had 
| „ Ad cho we. do On 
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corded in Sacred Writ. 
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WI: 
of any Command, either there, or in any other 
Scripture for Abraham's doing ſo, any more than 


for Cain and Abel's Offering Sacrifice, which the 


latter is ſaid to have done out of Faith, that al- 
ways denotes ſome Command, if not Promiſe 
alſo going before, Hebr. xi. 4. yet doubtleſs theſe, 
and other Things too, which could never have 
been known to be Duties otherwiſe, were com- 
manded, though thoſe Commands be not re- 


ud o 


And if no ſuch was given for the Payment of 
Tythes, but as the Quakers would have it, Abra- 
ham's Offering to Melchiſedect the Tenth of all, 
as it's Hebr. vii. 2. was only-a Free-Gift, or Gra- 
tuity, from Abraham to him; how comes the 
Apoſtle Ver. 4. to inferr Melchiſedeck's Greatneſs 


.above Abraham, upon the Account of it? Which 
Ye might well do, if it was a Thing that Abraham 


e 


by Law. was obliged to, ſince in ſuch Caſes the 


Receivers uſually are greater than the Payers; 


but not if he beſtowed it upon Melchiſedect as a 


Free · Gift; fince in ſuch Caſes, moſt commonly 


the Givers are greater than the Receivers; and it's 


more becoming and uſual too, for great Men and 


Princes to beſtow Largeſſes, than Peaſants; though 


nothing is more common, than for theſe latter io 


pay Rents and Services to their Lords, or other 


great Men that they hold of. 
And what I aſſert will appear farther probable, 


if we conſider, that Levit. xxvii. ver. 30. where 
the Levite's Tythe, out of which the Prieſts were 


to have their Tenth, is firſt mentioned ; it's not 
ſo much commanded, „ as a Thing 
Sgt | _ 


L143 | 
that was known to be commanded before: Fo 
there it's only ſaid, AI the Tythe of the Land, whe 
ther of the Seed of the Land, or of the truit of the Tree, 
1s the Lord's, and Holy unto the Lord; by ancient © 
Right, as the beſt Expoſitors upon the Place un- 


derſtand it: And thoſe that can believe, that not 


-only Jacob in his Vow, but all the Nations, 
whom the Learned Selden (that the Quakers bor- 
row moſt of their Arguments from againſt Tythes, 
how much ſoever they depreciate Humane Learn- 
Ing) does own, pitchd upon a Tenth Part in 
their Practice, as well as Abrabam the Father of 
.the Faithful, for the Maintenanee of their Priefts, 
-only Cafually, or by Chance; and not becauſe 
that Proportion was at firſt inſtituted and ap- 
pointed by GOD, and deſcended from Noah to 
thoſe ſeveral Nations by Tradition; to me 8 


Feem in a ready Difpoſttion to believe like wis, 
that the World was not made by Almig 


60D; dut as ſome have aſſerted, 'ardſe fem! 


know not what Kind of caſual Coneourſe, or 
Meeting of 'Atoms.  _ 1 
Nor muſt the Quakers think to put by the Foree 
of theſe Arguments, by ſaying, as Friend Boctett 
does, Pag. 12. © That when by our Saviour's 
4 Coming, the Levitieal Sea ers ry 
* "Tyrher being a Fewiſhʒ Rite were included in it; 
which any one but an ignorant, as well as poor 
Mechanick, would think belonged to the Judicial 
or Municipal Luw df che Jens, that takes Care of 


Rewards and Puniſhiments, (they being a Patt of 


the Prieſts and Levitet Mauitenance and Reward) 
rather than to che Ceremonial or Ritual. And 


however, 
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however, A Tenth, as. L have. ſhewed, khath-been 


N the Ceremonial Law had a Being; and 


r ought he hath ſaid, or can fay to the con- 


trary, it may be paid now under the Goſp:l,, when 
that Law is aboliſhed, as being no way Typical 


of our Saviour, as were ſome Sacrifices ; nor He 
called our Tythe, as He is our Type or Sacrifice. 
And whatever he, and others may think or ſay 
ta the contrary, ſuch a Tenth as Melchiſedect re- 
ceived, and Facob vowed, Gen. xxviii. 22. is ſo far 
from being abrogated, that it's approved of, if 
not confirmed by our Saviour, Matt h. xiii. 23, 
And the Reaſons why His Apoſtles do not ex- 
preſly command or mention chem, ſeem to = 
the Prieſts and Levites then being in Poſſeſſion 
them, and rightly too, ſince their Prieſthood was 
not then changed; and that for the Apoſtles to 
Have pretended fo early to them, would but have 
involved them and their Followers in greater 
Perfecutions, and hindred the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel z which they ſo much regarded, as to deny 
themſelves faveral Things for its Sake, as you 
may ſee All. xv, and in. 1 Gy, ix. and in other 
Soriptures. 4 * 7 | 
And yet the Apoſtle St. Paul not obſcurely in- 
timates tlieir Right uno them, if not 1 Gr. ix. - 
8 C where he aſſerts their Right ro Meat and 
rink, aud ther Conveniencies or Neceſſaties; 


nor 1 Tim, v. 18. where he tells us, The L- 


.howyes is northy of his Reward ; nor in the Verſe 
before, where he tells us, The Elders or Precby- 
ters that rule well, are 2 of double Honour or 
Maintenance, as nes, » good. Authe, 

+ | 2 teaches 


[16 ] 
teaches us to expound it: Nor yet Gal. vi, 6. 
where he enjoins thoſe that are taught in the Nord, 
to communicate to thoſe that teach them in all good 
Things ; which I trow imports more than givin 
them Meat, Drink, and Cloathing ; yet at lea 

1 Or. xix. 13, 14. where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of 
the Altar, and his Goſpel, tells us, thoſe that 
preach the Goſpel ſhould live of the Goſpel, as thoſe 
that waited at the Altar were Partakers of the Altar; 
which we cannot well ſuppoſe them to do, if they, 
who ſerved at the Altar, had a ſettled Mainte-- 
nance, and thoſe who preach the Goſpel have, or 
(as you Quakers ſay) ought to have none, but 
” take. what the People are pleafed to give 
them. | | 

For as an ingenious Writer well obſerves, this 
is to make the Apoſtle compare ſomething with 
nothing, betwixt which there is no Similitude 
Likeneſs, and conſequently no Compariſon ; and 
to adviſe ſuch a Law, and. that too in a Buſineſs 
of great Importance, otherwiſe the Papiſts would 
never have put their Journeymen Quakers upon 
labouring ſo hard in it; that is to ſay, that every 
one ſhould give his Miniſter only what, and 
when he pleaſed, as never was enacted; and if it 
Never had, would have been obſerved, for if lefr 
to their Liberty, every one would certainly have 
given their Miniſters what they thovght fit; fo 
as that ſuch a Law would have been equally fooliſh 
and uſeleſs, as the Quakers Interpretation of Scri- 
_ *pture makes the Apoſtle here adviſe. . 
And all this conſider d, we may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe our Saviour s Commands to His 0 
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f raking nothing for Preaching the Goſpel, bat 
4 2554 e of which wo 
read Marth. x. $, 6, 8. and Lal. x. 7, Cc. were, 


2 F. Bockert ſeerns to own, owing to the Feniſh 
| Pris then having a Right , the Hebe, le 


telling us Pag. 14. in expreſs Words, © That the 
A 3.3 then lad « Right to pay them, ſince our 
& Saviour had not then ſuffered : * And the A- 


poſtles of our Saviour not claiming them, or 


rather living without them (for 1 think I have 


| aid enough to convince any impartial Reader, 


that St. Paul did not negled putting in their 
Claim) did proceed from the ſame Cauſe; and 
was not, becauſe he and 3 of the Apoſtles, 
and other Miniſters of the Goſpel, had not a right- 
ful Title to T5thes,; but upon other ntial 


Conſiderations, ſuch as the avoiding Offence, and 
ny Thing elſe, that might hinder the Progreſs of 


the Goſpel, when there were few Chriſtans in 
compariſon of the Jews, at leaſt amongſt the Ru- 
lers and better Sort; and fo, that Time would 
not bear their Demanding and Receiving them. 

And laſtly, and efpecially becauſe they had not 
only the Tenth, but the Nine Parts too, of all 
that would have ſubmitted to the Payment of 
them ; Believers then having all — 
and theſe that had Honſes of Lands ſelling them, and 
laying them at the Apoſtles Feet, or parting them to 
al Men, as t need, as you may ſee, AR. ii. 
Reaſon to believe, thoſe 


$45: Rave | | 
ds then were much greater than could have 


Deen fopply'd, by Believers paying the Tyibe of all 
* B 3 And 
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And it was much what upon the ſame Conſi: 
derations, that Tythes were not ſooner paid in 
England ; though it were not (had I Time) hard 
to thew, the Payment of them was not ſo late as 
this Scribbler inſinuates: And that Laws were 
not ſooner enacted to enforce the Payment of 
them, was amongſt other Reaſons, becauſe then 
there were no Quakers, nor any Numbers agree- 
ing with them, in that ſeemingly gainful, but 
really and indeed unchriſtian, hurtful Principle of 
diſtruſting GOD; who, Prov, iii, 9. bids us 
Honour God with our Subſtance, and the 'Firſt- 
Fruits of all our Increaſe ; and to excite and en- 
gage us thereunto, immediately adds, So ſhall 
thy Barns be filled with Plenty, and thy Preſſes burſt 
forth with New Mine; the like Promiſe to which, 
we have Mal. iii. 10. where Tythes are exprelly 
mentioned. * ro een atty.on ee * 
Which Promiſes did the Qualers and others 
believe and conſider; and withall, that Tythes 
according to the Scriptures afore-mentioned, and 
agreeably to Numb. xviii. 24. and Levit. xxvii. 30. 
ts put in the ſame Rank with Sacrifices and 
Vows, are Offerings to the LORD, and Part 
of His Worſhip and Honour; they would pay 
them with as much Honeſty and Chearfulneſs, 
as now they do with Backwardneſs, Fraud, and 


But KA only by the way; and now let me tell 
you, that if the Laws, J. Bockett mentions, for 
the better Payment of Tythes, were owing to the 
Popes of Rome; as he ſays they were, who makes 
Popery ancienter than Gregory the Great, and him 
MT wy do 


'[-19_]. . © 
to ſend Auſtin the Monk hither, to convert/Men 
from Paganiſm to Popery, as you may ſee Pag. 29. 
though then the Popes of Rome did not ſo much 
as pretend to be Univerſal Biſhops, and that Pope 
in particular ſaid, Whoever claim'd that Title, was 
the Fore-runner of Anti Chriſt: Vet, if a Man fo 
„ infallibly aſſiſted, as, according to the Quakers 
Principles, he is to be ſuppoſed to be, would 


vouchſafe to read ancient Authors and Hiſtories, - 


which he ſpeaks of with ſo much Contempt; he 


might find, that the Popes of Rome were the firſt 


that occaſion d the diſputing the Divine Right of 
Tythes ; and that, when the, Papacy had uſurp'd 
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and encroach d * Epiſcopacy, and found it 
* 


neceſſary to in the Revenues of the Church 
to maintain thoſe Swarms of Regulan, that out 
of the Plenitude or Fulneſs of their Power, they 


t- up, and exempted from the Juriſdiction of 


1er Biſhops, the better to capacitate them for 


| the ſupporting the Popes aforeſaid in their unjuſt | 


Pretenſions: - 11 : eee ee 
Firſt, the Canonifts were prevail'd with to ſay, 


That though Tythes were by Divine Right due, yet 


the Popes 4s Sovereign Diſpoſers of the Churehis Re- 
venues, might alienate, appropriate, and apply thens 
4s they ſaw convenient: After which, the-School< 
men forming a New Model, ſaid, That the Divine 
Law enjoined no more than a Competency, heaving it 
to dhe Bo and others 10 determine w that was : 
Jill at — the begging Fryars taking that 


and Elemoſynary; and ſo, in the Power of the 
Payer, or, if you will, Giver to diſpoſe, of like 


Hint, went ſo far, as to make them Arbitrary 


1 to their Maſters the eſuiter, 9.4 


an Alns to thoſe 
whom herein the Q. 
fre) hw mack —— 


] 
ſeem to have 
1 
But however, as we would not | de 1 ogg 
and wicked, as to receive an evil Thing from 
Man; fo neither will we be {6 23 5 
| fooliſh, as to reject =_ Things, though 
proceeding from an evil nor ele Claim 
-to our Maintenance in Tythes, boowoſe che Popes 
of Rome firſt procur d Laws for the Puniſhment |. 
of thoſe that were not for paying them; unleſt 
he can bring ſomething more than a few 
ptures, that without minding Context or Cob | 
rence, . he picks up here and 5. Damn and ro 
ferve his n or no 6+ 
ther Reaſon that I can fee, bur becauſe they thet1- 


[= 
they were beſt pleay'd with | 
naler 


tion Wages, Hire, Covetouſnefs, Oppreſſion, ant 


the like : which, Right or Wrong, he will have 
Ne to, and underſtood of our receiving 
thes ; tho' all theſe may be, where there is h6 
xoddiving or paying of Tyrhes 3 and could not be 
among the Jews, to whom many of thoſe Seri- 
* <tr and by whom Friend Beckerr all a- 
owns, Tythes were jaſtly paid and received; 
—. when thoſe that receiv d them, were ne- 
wligere about their Flocks, and minded the 
leecing more than the — them; or m 
not contented with their juſt Dues, or were goil. 
ty of ſome other the 2 whoſe Guile L 
am far from. Patronizine. 
But any one that wi ] be at the Plins tolcog: 
p Ger * Scriptures afore · mentioned, and come 
pare 


* 


— 


ESETF 
' | < Pare one of them with another, will find that 
thoſe of them, which are not wholly Foreign to 
N the Matter we are ſpeaking of, relate not to 
Tythes, which the Jewiſb Prieſts could no more 
c juſtly be hindred of then, than we can be of 
| thoſe I plead for now ; but rather to thoſe that 
wanting ſuch Maintenance, (as they are under 
| the greater Temptation) ſpeak ſuch Things. as 
| they ſhould not, for filthy Lucres ſale as the Apoſtle 
| expreſſes it, Titus i. ver. 11. or as its 7 XXL. 
; ver. 10. Obſerve the Directions of thoſe that ſay 
| 3 2 Seers, See - ; — of wy ety ae * 
pheſie not unto us right T hings, but ſpeak to ut ſmooth. 
Things, prop beße — © knd if there be. any 
| ſuch among us, that thus dawb with untempered 
Mortar, and ſow Pillows under Mens Arm-Pits, 
and 'cry Peace, when and where there is no 
| eace, or are negligent or unfaithful in any o- 
ther Part of their Duty, VII no more be an Ad 
vocate for them, than the former, or than I can 
be for George Fox, the Ring-leader of the „ 
when inſtead of Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper, 
which our Saviour inſtituted and commanded to 
be obſerved, he ſet up Womens Meetings and 
Preaching, (the one of which, the Apoſtle St. Paul 
has as expreſly prohibited, 1 Or. xiv. 34. and 
1 Tie. ii. 11, 12.) and calls them The Good Ordi- 
nances of Jeſus Chriſt. ON 
And had it not been for ſuch pleaſing, tho 
pernicious Falſhoods and Untruths, in all Pro- 
bility he had not raiſed himſelf from a Con- 
temptible Gbbler, or Shoe-maker in Mancheſter, to 
the Height and Honour of Riding with his "__ 


- 
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and having a round Sum of Money to ſpare, for the 
Printing his Nonſenfical and Blaſphemous Writ- 
ings. 


N 


And I think I o ht. as little to vouch for 


Friend Bocketi's Honeſty, when after his notable: 
Difcovery of Chriftians not paying Tythes during 
e Ten Perſecutions, when their Miniſters were. 
ad if e diſcharge their Duties, and: 
their Lives; nor during the next Three 
Hundred, when Heatheniſm bore Sway in this 
Tien, and ſo they were not in much better: 


| I To make good the Title of that Part of his Third: 


Chapter, which relates to the Teſtimonies of ſe- 
veral Ancient Chriſtians againſt Tythes ; he only 
alledgeth Origen, Tertullian, and St. Cyprian, and 
that too, not as Witneſſes that it was unlawful 


to pay or receive Tythes, as one would have ex- 


pected he ſhould have done; but only to hoh 
hat for the firſt Three Hundred Years after oun 
Saviour's Incarnation, the Church of Chriſt was 
not maintain d by Tythes ; all which might be 
true, and yet 7ythes juſtly then due, as well as 


now, and the Iniquity of thoſe perſecuting Times, 


and ſome other the like Things, only hindring 
the paying and receiving them; as Oliver Gm 
wells Uſurpation did King Chazles's receiving the 
Crown Revenues, whe without all Peradven- 
ture, then, as well as afterwards, of Right be- 


hy 


But would he, and the reſt of his Friends the. 

naler, be determined by the judgment of the 
Fathers; I could (had | Leiſure, and were 4 
mongit my 


Books and Papers ) produce a great 


many 


23 ] 2 
many Teſtimonies, out of theſe and other Fa- 
tem, for the Divine Right of Tythes; for which, 

ſince I am not, I ſhall referr him to Dr. Cmbers 
Defences of them, both againſt Mr. Seiden, and 
And as to what he quotes out of Mr. Fox's As 
and Monuments, concerning Swinderby, Thorp, 
Arnulphus Biſhop of Lyons, Wickliff, &c. being 
againſt Tythes ; tho I have no great Reaſon to be- 
heve theſe Things to be ſo, becauſe of F. Becker's 
-quoting them to that Purpoſe ; and that ſome of 
the firſt of them are not to his Purpoſe; they not 
ſpeaking againſt Tythes, but Cweiogſneſi, which, 
as I Gai —_— * ee _ is NO — 
ceiving or Paying of 7 ; yet I might grant him 
all he uſes ns fas without much helping his 
4 0. or hurting mine own ; ſince it's no great 
News to find a few Martyrs miſtaken in ſome 
Points not Fundamental and Neceſſary to Salva- 
vation; as Tythes cannot be ſaid to be, tho' ef 
great Importance to the Well-being of Religion; 
and that for One Martyr that was againſt 7ythes, 
Ten may be found for them; and theſe too, like 
our Grammer, Ridley, Hooper, and Bradford, Men 
of greater Learning and eg. - in 
And as to what he fays of the National Mini- 
ſtry's Exerciſing Lordſhip over their Flocks, and 
each other, Pag. 27. becauſe our Govergers have 
thought fit to Aan the chief Paſtors or Bi 


with the Title of Lords Spiritual; I cannot but 
tell thee, that I look upon it, as a poor, that is, 
a Tipht __ Argument; and that bam pretty 


ſure, ne 


ither he, nor any other of his ſullen 
dogged 


_Nayi 


> > 
dogged Tribe, is able to prove, that thoſe Moſt. 
Reverend, and Right Reverend Fathers in GOD. 

uſurp ſach Authority and Tyranny over the Con- 


ſciences of either the Inferiour Miniſters, or the 


People committed to their Charge, as was done 
in Barbadoes, when your Friends there, were for 


[giving up their whole Concern Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, if required, unto the Judgment of the 3 


rit of GOD in the Men and Womens Meetin 


which indeed is that which is forbidden /atth. 
"xiii. 9, 10. And not the bare calling Men Fe- 
. thers and Mafters, which the Quakers allow them- 


ſelves to be termed by their Children and Ser-. 


vants; and fo, if there be any Fault in it, are in the 
ſame Tranſgreſſion, and under the ſame Condem- 
nation with us, whom they lay the Blame upon. 
This Letter being already ſwoln much beygaj 
the Proportion I intended; I ſhall not ſtand to Xx 
his Ignorance, in making Prieſts and Levite under 
the Law Butchers, to kill Bullocks, Rams, and 
. Lambs for Sacrifice; who if he knows not his 
own Trade, better than what belong d to theirs, 


or Popery and Tythes, is ſuch a Botcher, as is not | 


. fit to be employd : However, he might have 


learn'd from Exod. xii. 6. and Levit. i. 5. that 
of Beaſts, &c. for Sacrifice, was none of 
the Priefts and Levites Buſineſs, unleſs only in 


. ſome few Caſes ; and therefore, notwithſtanding 


what he inſinuates Pag. 10. 1 hope, our not 


learning that Trade, and performing ſuch ſervile 
Works, will not be interpreted a Forfeiturs of 
our Right and Title to Tythes, or any other Part 
d Me Ws 201 5:1 130 ' 


intenance. 4211711 317 
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than the 


3 7 by 
But as to the Shoulder, the two Cheeks, and 
Maw, which he truly ſays there were the Prieſt a 


Due, and fo was the Wave Breaſt, and in ſome 
| Caſes the other Shoulder too, tho I gueſs he knew 
it not, becauſe he does not mention them; he and 
his Friends may take them, without any Oppoſi- 


tion, from us, when they can ſhew as good a Title to 
them, as I have done for our receiving of Tythes. 


. And with my Conſent, he ſhall have his Share of 


the Tythes likewiſe, when he can W as good 
Evidence for any of the Quakers being Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, as we are able to do for ourſelves, 
whom he reckons Intruders ; but this is not to be 
done, by muſtering up a deal of Marks, as J. Bockire 
does in his 2d Chaprer, moſt, if not all of which, 


were never applicable to any Miniſters ſince the * 
Duel of Miracles ; nor any ſince that Time pre- 
ende 


to, unleſs the Oxakers, and ſome other ſuch - 
wild Enthufiaſts; who Having no Colour for ſaying 
they had an O Call, lay Claim therefore to 


an Extraordi nary one; tho' they can no more pro- 


duce their Credentials, that is, Miracles for this, 
y have Abilities for the Diſcharge of the 
other. | 


I ſhall add, that as the Clergy before the Refor- 
mation were oblig'd to maintain the Poor, or at 
leaſt-look'd upon themſelves to be fo ; and there- 
fore kept 'Ambreyy or Cupboards, and Infirma- 
maries, and bound out Apprentices in order unto 

it; inſomuch as that we find no Care taken about 


Publick Taxes for the Poor, till the Time of Queen 


Elizabeth; ſo, whenever Friend Bockett can prevail 
with the Nation to let 2 have the Tythes in as 


ample 


FR © 
ple Manner, as invidiouſly, but very untruly, in 
= Beginning of his Pamphlet he ſuggeſts we ng 


* 


joy them; I think I may undertake for the Cler- 


the Poor. 


Conſcience is not ſo ſqueamiſh, but that I could 
receive the Tythes I now poſſeſs without the leaſt 


Scruple or Reluctancy, tho I could ſhew no other 


Title to them, than that of the Laus of the Land; 
which are more, as well as more ancient for my 
having them, than any of you can ſhew Deeds or 
Evidences for your Eſtates: So that, if herein you 
would have me your Convert, you ſee you muſt 


produce good Reaſons, why our Kings and Parlia- 


ments could not oblige you to the Payment e 
In es, as well as Taxes, Cc. which, as none ever 
did, I am pretty ſure, none ever will, Or can 
But if you and others will conſider, what is of- 
fer'd in this haſty Scribble, with the fame Impar- 
tiality and Seriouſneſs, wherewith I have writ it; 
and withall, the Lyes or Untruths, the Slanders 
and Calomnies, and, other: ill Things, I have 
ſhew'd 7. Bockett's Book is ſtuffed with. z then I 
have Reaſon to hope, you'll, be my Conyerts, and 
lay aſide your unreaſonable, becauſe ungrounded 
Prejudices againſt us of the Clergy, upon the Ac- 


count of our receiving Tythes, which you are a»: 


bated for in your Purchaſes : And as this would 
fres you, and thoſe that have to do with you, from 
ſome Charge and Trouble; and which ought mie 


9 7 , 


g s eaſing the Nation of being burthened with 


But after all, I cannot bat fay, that though if. 
know mine own Heart, I would be as loth to do 
an ill Action as any Quaker whatſoever ; yet my 
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more to be conſidered from the great Sin of . 
bing of GOD, whoſe Uſufruftuaries we only are, > - "i 
in receiving of Tythes ; ſo it would entitle You "5% | 
the Bleffings of Plenty, and others promis'd to NF 
' + thoſe that Honour GOD with their Subſtance, 
and, juſt Payment of their Tythes, as well as; be 


Matter of great Satisfaction and Rejoicing to, 
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POSTSCRIPT 


| A EING "eval with, by the 1. 
12 9 — of Friends, and the much 
5 htier Conſideration of their 
thi ing it may'be of ſome Uſe, to 
| print the foregoing Letter; which 

was writ only for the Satisfaction, 
and if might it be, the Converſion of ſome of 
the Pariſh, where I reſided Jaſt Winter, in t 
time of their worthy Vicar's Indiſpoſition, whi 
unfitted him then for ſuch an Undertaking 
And having therein, if I do not much miſtake, 
d Tythes to be like the Obſervation of the 
Lord's and other Things of Divine Right, 
in a lage tenſe; as well as e — ee” 
ſons, why they are not expreſly commanded in che 
New n ſo as to be * Right in 
ſtrict Senſe. I ſhall now by way of 
Appendix to do that; which.F had not Time, nor 
S Room for before; namely, to apply what I have 
writ, * the four Things, that Page 28. 7 . 
calls upon us to prove. 


1. The firſt of which is, hat we are Chrift's 
Miniſters, \by jaking bis Miniſters for our Exam- 


ples, 


57 


or co 1 15. our Lives and Practices, wi 
2 fd that y ſuch in the Primitive — | 
whom I own, we "ought to endeavour to imitate, 
and if it mig ht be, even to put- do, in the Exem- 
r plary Holineh of? our Lives, and in the Sincerity 
and Uﬀefaineſs of our Preaching ; and £55, ey 
all 7 other Duties "of. pee, Moores 
yet, I muſt 'atfo ſay, that our being 
de of Obrift” Feſus depending not upon 
Sm Holinefs, and other perſonal Qualificationy 
but upon the Cortimiffion and Authority that w 
hade teceived from thoſe he was pleaſed to de- 
pute for that Purpoſe; tho' ſome of us ſhould 
prove Faulty in the "Buſinels of our Lives, or Ne- 
4 ent in the Duties of our Callings, it does n 
ow from thence, that we ate not our Saviour 
8 any more than Judas s being à Thief, 
in the Bag, that is, his cloſe Hypocriſie, 
rh being 


tv and Hidden Wickedne - Hindred 1 þ 
0 one of our r Seviour 8 twelve Apoſt | | 
And tho' it were again an — to be with: 
ed, that all unworthy and wicked Perfans could 
be _ out of the Word Function of the Mini- 
+ he that requir'd Mens hearing the &riber, 
= Phe 255 thay «x an 2 Sear, Py: 110 


. no 1 many times doth, by . cole 
| Breath, or Preachin ng of unfandify' * 
U N the Sparks 0 Grace in Mens Hearts, th 

| 's' 1 iv. 7. he may ſhew, the Excel 

of the Power, to be from Him and his E 

and not from us, AN rr — . 


30 J 


that 


- »he calls upon us for, viz.Þ. That Miniſtery have 


| referr him to the fore - 
8 where I have endeavoured at leaſt, 
tor his Satisfaction, to ſhew they have a Right to 
1 ; and ſhall take it for granted, that (x | 
effected it, till I ſee what's ſaid diſprov'd ;. and 
then, if he and his Friends will not give them 
freely, but pretend Conſcience for with-halding 
them; as if Gain with them were Godlineſs; ler 
him, if he can, ſhew where the Fault is, in gur 
_ them by due Courſe of Law; tho' Chriſt's 
Miniſters did not do it, before Chriſtianity had 
pot any conſiderable Footing .in the World ; and 
ſo, for want of Magiſtrates, and humane Laws, 
they could not do it. 


3 And as I take this to be a ſufficient Anſwer 

to his Third Query, as well as Second; ſo, when- 
ever he can ſhew me, that Kings and Princes may 
not force Taxes, and Tribute, out of ſuch Mens 
Eſtates as are not willing to own their Titles; or 
andlords, Rents and Services from ſtubborn and 
refractory Tenants, I ſhall think his Fourth de- 

ferves Conſideration: Which is, 


ram Power or Authority from him- ta take, where 
it is not freely 0e 


4. ether our Saviour's Miniſters may or 
ever did, force Tythes or Maintenance, by Law, 


from any that did not receive them, and their 


Miniſtry :) Sure, he would not have the Mono- 
| poly of going to Law, for thoſe of his own;:. 
Hh Hs who for their Love to it, and often Uſe. 
| of it, are noted not to be more N than, 

Men of ocher Perſdaſiom 3. notwithſtanding 45 
2 * N 


633 — . 


— Cound | 
never have Men of my Profeſſion 80 to Law, 
when there is not more than ordinary 
for it ; yet if he can, and will ſne me that de 

go to La, when his conſcientious 

Friends would otherwiſe rob us of a conſiderable 

art of our Maintenance, 4 Hin ARTE to wy 
for the Diſcovery. 

And he'll lay a farther Obbgati e me, if 
he pleaſes to tell me the Reins | 
his Friends that have: ſuch. — — 
Payment of Tythes, make none to invade our Of- 

as well as job us of cur Ukintendnge ; and - 
. Ralle to rob themſelves, and all can pef= 

ſuade- to conſent unto it, of the Two Sacraments 
inſtituted by our | Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, I 
mean Baptiſm, and the Lord's Supper ; which, 
and yourſetting up Womens Meetingzand — | 
ing, and calling them, The Good: Ordinandes ef 
Feſus Cbrift, tho” they: were ſo far from being 

2 Ordaining, that as I ſhew d before, 
St. Paul, one of his choſen Apoſtles, oftner than 
once forbid the one of them; and other Things 
I may- have Occaſion to mention before l have: 
Gone, ir appear to us; ſuch moaſtrous and 

heces of Wickedneſs, 2s none, but Minn inves | 

than ordinarily blinded, and hardned | thro the 
2 of Sin, are capable of . 
e 
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201. We rannot but ah; it 'a Piece: 
- higheſt Preſumption, for you, -whovwould it 
it Ill, not to be allow d — your on Ser- 
vants, und order [your Familles, to deaf ſo b 
our Saviour; _ — that the 
_ file, Heb. v. 4 | No Man takes upon hin 
=» <4” of of King . ſiniſter, but he that is called, 

u, as is too uſual, 9 N 
the ä or 1 Lab or ſomethii 
mean, to the Pulpit, or Place bf your Kors ery, 
and there to pretend to teach other, what you - 
__ * or undeiſtood es, namely, th 
oy os of our Lord and Saviour, without Miſſion 
miſſion from him, or any that he hath au- 
Ginn forſuch Purpoſen e at 
meats ne U from Men, yo dingy 
not pretend to; and any Proof of your bei 
_ led. iy God himſelf, vou cannot produce, 
leſs we H take your bare Word, and ſayii you are 
moved by che Spirit, as a Proof of it: For you 
" cannot heal the Sick ey nn rhe Lepem, raiſe the 
caſt out Devils; or perform any of the o- 
miraculous Works, "oe thaſe that were ſo 
called, were enabled to perform, e 
die td what tiidy were to dellv er 

e whereat the-AyoRles ad other inſpirec 
Men (as the retend to be) fpake 
Word, in the tion of the Spirit and 
Pawer, as ĩt d L Gr. f ii. 4. andiſo, as that the Wiſ- 
r not be reſi ſted, wherewir | 

ey ſpake; as ids Alt viene. andxhoſe that Beard 

e e en Nie ee 
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There is not, chat 1 can hear of, "ny Thi te 
| becudihired at in the 775 enlen it be ing ih 
Noiſe and Nonſenſe, Ignorance and Impudence 
in Diſputing and Preaching, and other the. like 
+ commendable Qualificati ons; el it 2 he 
Railing at, and Reviling . Fra as'H 
the Account of our taking 0 1 509 
I perceive; they have had 1205 75 150 to teeze; and 
that Railing at, and Ripping up the Faults of one 
— hath been t ief Subject of their 
and Meetings, together with their Lug- 
ging — þ Tugging, inching and Bruifin 


that the ſtrong angry it Ta in 
t 0 dt 
theſs'Parts. 1 wy N Fi 
And as for their Wiſdom, it ſeems to be wa, 
0 May more exfily be refilied' thai unden 
ey, as if the Goſpel were all Myſtery, labouring 
find'out Allegories and Myſteries in the 
Tabs and turning the Doctrines of uu 
dying for our Sins and rift in for our Juſti- 
fication, and the ne, into Eni haſiaſtiel Fancies; 
ſuch as their conceited Myſtery of the 1 Inward 
Fleſh of Chriſt, in Contra-DiftinQtion to the 
Fleſh of the Veil, as they term it; by which, they 
confound the true Notion of Cris 25 
Nature; and aſcribe hang Kecoming Held 
Scriptares attribute to Hid becomio * od 92 
Fiction of their own, which they 
Hab: Like to which, nn 
m and the Lord's Supper, to the 'exchudi 1 
L of them acconding ie or Seviour's Joſie 1 
tion; as well as allegorizing away the &eſurrettion, 
and other Articles of the Greed ; becauſe 


Sai 
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y of them diſown, 1 ſhall mot inſiſt, upon ; 
tho” our fon dere proved 8 Guilty, der 
Fond Denial ox Contradiction. 
| * we need Bas gg o further than the 26th Þ | 

of J. Bockett's, FapaPlles, for. 15 Amen of 

Nevin Wiſdem; in finding Fault with vs of 2lie 
date for being ied par Dioceſe | 

Pariſhes ; thovgh 5h ere r 

Lacy of fit Perſons, to pens the Goſpel, as 
when it was firſt pub liheg a and confequenuly, na 
ſuch Neceſſity for our Travelling from Place io 


Place, and wage o Counyry, for the Prop 
1 of it; ; and W: Fee tells ue that w 
is every y's Ork, 1 


: K 8 — minded . 
4 * Jeave;phgix't N 
Far E or any Thin elſe they . 72 
dom, when 98 may —f — ar. Perſons. 49 
27 7 of, and ere th 9 8 —4 
are limited to particu ar laces, are | 
know the Seit ch of their Hioceſes and Pariſhps's - 
= conſequently, be ale 69 7 them good ui | 
5 Sermons, and o AP plicatiogss.. 
not unlik keto 2. afore· mentiene Point 
iſdom, 1 is their railing . at, as Popiſh, our 
Lair acy ; which the Papalins lock upon as a 
ſeat Foray to Popery, ;; as well as know, that the 
n of hes Dgers Ne been the great Cham 
N 25 85 herwiſe, th 5 would never 
ban 1 Epi of Foo Divine Right, 
they did in = rent ; nor have ſo 
EI 0 25 de . pals 
wo rought, to Rome, Vote that 255 
the Times of our Confolions for os Fat 


— £15 


borr Popery ; any one that ſeriouſly confiders the 


of both; for what Reaſon I deſireto be inform d; 


elf, and Repentance, and Obedience, 


en zd0 gt. ue thoſe Holy Oritivitrices,” which: 


FTE 


C 3s ] 


1 dowh of Bilbops, as they were hey te 
7 Au hn 


But how much forever thefe ſeemin ly plain- 
heamethiNhrhenzels-woul# have ns think they ab- 


follo Particulars, would. be tempted to fi 
that — betwixt them and the Apt 


is not ſo Wet e wot do wake ig fo 
a to have them peri and Friends. Namely, 


pr "That wheyuis the 5 6nl| ydeprpve and 
tlie Sagrament 22225 1, wich their 

fooliſh Mixtures ; and mutihme, —— d tak 
away the Cup from the other; That the akers, 
at one Daſh, deprive themſelves” and Fol. 


whether you do it, bechuſe as Mr. Penn, in 


15 


Reaſon Aailing, yod do et bοt y : 
thoſe, or 8 in Seri ro 
be Cominands to 


you, unlefs' dictated abe w by 

ur Light within; und that the afore- mentioneul 
nds are not 0 dictated; which once ad- 

mitted. as a good Anſwer, Faith in Chriſt Hiru- 


other 

the moſt plain and neceſſary Duties and es 

would be at your Mercy; and upon your- e N 

— to you by the Li Kt 

n, without more ado to be diſthargec as I? 
Banding or Obliuory 10 you. «ffs 7 


e ir you G it'in, en l find Gene dv thy, ds 


Ji tbr and others Honour with the Epither of 
roger Carnal, 


2 


* aſide 


we can — i/tians without the f 
e mely Baptiſm, than 


obey, and 
4 Whether if we might, and ought to lay aſide 
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Carnal, and Doctrine of Devils; m being too © 


Carnal for ſuch Spiritual Men as you, — e you 


haye receiv d the Holy Spirit, or Light within, 


they were deſign d to help to: I deſire to 


know, 1. Whether this, if known, might not 


have excuſed St. Paul, Coomeling, the Eunach, and 
others, that in Scripture we are aſſured received 
the Spirit ; and yet afterwards were 28 
well as received the other Sacrament ? 

2. Whether we read in the New Teftament of 


any Perſons however Holy, that upon the Ac- 


count of their 7 or g 2 25 1 

e or reject them ? j 
Jince our Serben hen inftiruted | 
Ppt to make us Chriftians under the Goſp el; 
as Circumciſan was appointed for the Fews 


4 


than Men could have | 
t to the Privileges of the Fer: wichen C5 
cxmxifion * And whether theſe be not the chief; 


h 


. not only Commands that our Saviour gave us, 


which we were not n e obſerve before, 
who gale called Chriſtians, our profeſſing to 
imitate Chriſt our Maſter? 


Ordinances as ſoon as we have received the 
irit, as; ſay the Queters ;; it might not be aid 
truly, tho it cannot be done without Blaſphemy, 
that the Holy Spirit, where with St. Paul was in- 
ſpir d, took a great deal of needleſs Pains to direct 


and perſuade Men to epare for the Lord's Supper 
1 Cor. xi. as well as deterr Men 3 un 
worthily to it; ſince we can never ** 


ES * 


never did any 


0 Ty” I TW" W900 Wo 


| (37 J 
for Ir thereof, till we, in ſome Men- 
at leaſt, be Partaken of che Holy Spirit? 


8. 120 , whichis yet worſe, Whether accord- 
ng to the Quaters Principles, our Saviour, who 
hing in vain, took not a deal of 

needleſs Pains in.the — this, and the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm? Which what they ſay, of 
th 1 lightneth every Man that 
es into ge bebe De be true; 
A that theſe — have Him, or the Holy Fpirir, 
Which, in this Caſe, they do not uſually di 
From one another, are above Ordinances: i 
theſe Ordinances ſeem to de as needleſs as they 
would have us believe them to be; and ſuch, as 


„e oy ether FepeBront S- 
Kae ee that when we are in a Ste 
| 1 


Grace, we are not to think it is enough, with- 


ot laßduring to improve, and grow in Grace; 
ee Sithowrthe Uſe of this 


; Tat or Means; any more vo 
f itſelf, * BY irit "ordinarily, 
to be obtained without ſe of 2 
as the Qualers, by way of Contempt, call it; 
-tho'-that was the Baptiſm our Saviour command commanded 
H Apoſtles, Matth. xxviii. 19. to baptize all Na- 
1 wth | ; and not with the Holy which 


. 16. Job. i. 33. and in other Scriptures, 
ety expe from our Saviour: | 
And 4 if the A ſtle had baptiz'd with, he would 
nat have thank d GOD, ks he vide, Ef 1 
_ that he baptiz d fo few, becauſe of the ill U 
chat was made of it; ox rar have ug, 
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that the more he baptia d wich che Kalz Ghoſt 
the better. 1 24 


And now, when I have kd you W | 


when, inſtead of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper, 
which you reje&, and throw — ved in ſetty 
Womens Meetings and Pr call 
them The good Ordingnces ef Jae, 221 en 
not pretty much 3 your none: 

Papiſte, (tho! unknown to many of 5 176 
Twelveyother Articles to 47 0 
as, well as; robbing Auel Ae eh Ser 
ptuxes, ( which ordinarily they will not Permic 
them to uſe) andthe 21 in the Sag 2 And 
howerers! hether y: not only without any 


Command which, ips Rag LID eto; 
FORE ſince there. ĩs nothi — che — 


A 40 thay of poli gr 
fie; youSne ea 12 . Fe 


8, * againſt thoſe that pr 
or at leaſt, ce non 1. IH 1 8, 19. 28 
belonging to Sele WY eine L 
. 3 2 

ings, 0 To tn 105 
f 1 tied, roceed-to, a Thi, a om 

+ Means, y ner 

the dhe kme Del gn and 1 the Papi ; 
that is, your Doctrine of the 75 within, w 2 
Tale an I wic e hi 
JIradit ions; m rifon, 0 
as much ;decry 0 Holy iptures, 


8 — Vries dick noe „ The. De 
La, a Ds ee, e Heat; 


77 


4 


717 


4 
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as the Pap rg An Inperſect Rule, and 


El, a w hed my" bend 4% © nt * n 


- 19 But which iber g Ki vertue his e- 
very individual Perſon amon ong 
de Iifalbble, as well as the opes of Rome ; and 


ſt you, pretends to 


thereby lay a Foundation, not only for Liber yy 
af Conſcience, and to believe what you will; but 
for Liberty ef Praflice alſo, and to do What you 
liſt, without” amy Danger, or indeed Poſlibility 
of being confuted, or teclainied without a Mi- 
racle; the Holy'Scriptates, in this Caſe, and up- 
on fich a Sv ppoſition, not being to de conli- 
dered, am more than the Light within other 


Men, which cannot tell what mine or thine 


ſuggeſt to us; nor pretend to be truer, and 10 
trer to be truſted ; if, as has been made ap- 


underſtand ri himſelf, hour you believe to 
be in vou, as he war in the Perſon, that in Scri- 


ure is called Jeſus; and we are ſure, is tùbbe 
Son of. the Everliving GOD, and the ene Ne” 


of the World. 


I could add, that as the \Papiſt look: upon * 


Ates, and thoſe in Communion with them, 

as the only True Church, ſo the Quakers look 
upon themĩelves, as the only People of G00, 
and ſtyle others the World's People, in Op- 
poſition to them: And though, that I know 


of, they do not * the Doctrine of the S#- 


\pererogation of the Saints, yer they are as much 
for the Doctrine of Perjethion, as well as againſt 


'ſheuring their Allegiance toi rhe. Sechlar Goverd- 
6 2 mens 


by -6ur Writers, by the ' Light within, von 
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ments they live under, by an Oath ; which as | 


long as'they can evade, and ſatisfy their Princes 
wi 


th a Subſcription, they ſecure the Prieffs. and 


Feuer that come àmongſt them, much better 
rom being detected, than ſuch Princes, that 
they ſhall not be reſiſted or murdered by them, as 
we have read of ſome that have been. 
And all this conſidered, and how much By 
theſe and the like Doctrines and Practices, the 
Quakers (whether knowingly, or not, I will not 
determine) promote Popery ; and how much 
they weaken the Prote//ant Intereſt, by their un- 
reaſonable Separation; no Wonder, that as Fa- 
ther Talbot confeſs'd, Qaleriſm was Twent 


Years in Hammering out at St. Owers, which 


we have no Reaſon to doubt; did proceed from 
fome ſuch Mint. . | 8 


But it is not ſo much my Deſign, or Di 


fire, to repreſent others as bad; as if it were 
as much in my Power, as Will, to reform, and 
make them and myſelf better: And therefore, 
having ſaid, what I take to be ſufficient to 
make all thoſe ſuſheR, if not reject or leave 
Qualeriſm, that are not in Love with their Diſ- 
eale, I mean Errours and Hereſies, which are 
the Diſeaſes of the Underſlanding or Soul, as 
Conſumptions, and Dropſies, and other the like 
Things are to the Body; and unleſs retracted by 
— ſuch as will prove as fatal to 
them. ; | TW 
I ſhall, as very deſirous, if it might be, to 
open your Eyes, and recover you out of the 


Snare of the Devil, and as conlidering, * | 
FLEE e 


"* * 
rr 
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. be- 
: fore you, are. ſullied, and-,corrupted, and poy- 
ned, by Vice and Sin; I know not whether 
they are owing to any one Thing ſo much, as to 
your miſchievous Doctrine of your Light within, 
and your aſſerting it to be the Perſon of Qriſt; and 
not any Emanation or Grace flowing, from Hir - 
[ 
= 
nc 
the World, and that the World. knew his n 
Da be came unto bis own, and (his. gun 
Dim wat; tho'.as many as received him, ic then 
n become the - Sons _ of. Cod. A 


contributed to your Falling away fo foully. and 
' 6a uſly from the Taub; and 1 beſeech 633 f 


L 41 


the Knowledge of the Cauſe hath alyays been 


reckon d, and that very deſervedly,.z good St 
towards the Cure of a Diſeaſe 1 vou b 
way of Concluſion, what I think chiefly ha 


4 


to direct me in it, and give you Grace to ob- 
— it, without Prejudice or Paſſion, and al 
thers it may concern. 
And next to the juſt Judgment of God upay 
you and us for our Sins, which might juftly BY 
voke him to ſuffer you to, be 1 to 
diſturb and diſquiet us with ſuch deteſtable Err 
rours and Herefies,; and the. Want of your, be- 
ing catechized, and inſtructed, and ſeaſoned with 
the Principles of true Religion and Piet be⸗ | 


i Pein aud enable, age Bea ing 


1590 T 
171 # 
4 


wich al that is 
believe to their Soul? eaten. in lich a a way ap 


— water; teach i that great, — prent- 
ive without 


umbers of Men and Women 


15 in the World, 45 fit in Darkneſs, and the 


Shadow of Death, as Zacharias - exproſſerh is, Tn, 


| ' {or if you underftand Enli be that 
the Eva eli * hi that el 

which, as ene Creatures we are a 
the Help of that without any Thing 


wich, by 


more, whatſoever the 3 — ſay 8 — 
r. 


contrary, the Apoſile te ii. 14. 
eur 1 — Aer of the ri of God, 71 


a” 


nd if we Kory it of his Enligh 
us Superraturally'by his Word and Spirit. 2 
5 nie cannot be ſaid Yo enlj ores Maſe that fit in 
arkneſs, and the Shadow of Death j I mean, Feri, 
Twrki, and Heathens j nor more of thoſe that have 


l chaſe that believe is; and frame their 
| and Converſations necord ing to it. 
And yet, as if all this were — eibepulh, 
the v4lers bid vs mind the Light, and follow 
the "git and tell us, that the Commands eon, 
tain'd: 
to them, unleſs commanded anew by this Light 
J as I ſaid before, they thinking to be ih 
as it was in our Saviour, and to be Chriff 
4 i Perſon, fancy themſelves likewife to 
e in Sate of PerfeRtjon and think, char they 


ought 


the Golpe | revealed to them, at leaſt cir thee 


the Holy Seriprures are no Commands. 


18 
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felves,: and crave Pardon far them, or thank any 
Man for his . Kindnels ; or de an 
other — — they think would be unbe- 
vieur ; ans Fon on may do: with 
Per men 4 to the World's People; ſuch us we ure 
in their Account; as thoſe tell us that frequent 
dir — rh » The Con of which 
is their deſpiſing ad deriding ſuch im- 
7 1 Creatures as we are, for con- 
> ourselves to be miſerable Offenders, and 


ovght not to make Confeſſion of ny Sinn in them 


a. there-is no Health in us, from Seven Years _ - 


to Seventy, as Friend Bockers expreſſes it, Pag. 29, 
tho! if be and we look well into ourſelves; and 
7 — re our Thoughts, Word, and Actions, 'with 
le of GOD's Commandments, we may 

fog enough enough te. warrant and juſtif our Confeſſing 
as we do, not only till Seventy Years, 


to poviony our Lives, 4 
And theſe Things are the leſs to bo wonder'd 
at, and that they are unthankful to Men; for 


poker are ſa ingrateful to 5 ab to 


their Light within, make a 
nefit, common — all that come into the World, 
before that of His vouchſafing us the Light of His 


l, which is a Mercy whereby he diſtin- 
= on from Jews and Tarks, 2 othen the 

reuteſl Part of Nen; and which is yet worſe, 
1 not only lay aſide the Sacraments of the 
Gofpel, but if they act ſuitably to 'thelr 5 


ta, anf dex) fo y the G Goſpel net. 


— 


8 if GOD ould think 61 fo long | 


[:44 ] 
I However; whether upon that Accounts or be- 
eauſt of their laying Claim wo all the Promiſes 
made to the Apoſtles, I ſhall not enquire; but 
though they do not ſo: cloſely purſue the Conſe- 
uendes of their pernicious: Opinions, as do the 
5 etoniant; who tye theniſelves to no Ordi- 
nances; yet the Qualer, fo little mind the Word 
of 'GOD, wherein they are contain d, as that 
though they Il: vouchſafe to read the Nonſenſical 
Writings of George Fox, and ſome of his blaſphe- 
mous Followers in their Meetings, they rarely or 
never, that I can learn, read there one Chapter 
out of the Old or New Teſtamen t. 
But whether or no, the Claim that they lay to 
the extraordinary Gifts pronũſed to the Apoſtles, 
\haye- any Hand in that, or ſome of the afore- 
mentioned Errors; we are ſure, it betrays: them 
to others equally dangerous; ſuch as their thin 
ing themfelves fit for the great and weighty 
Work of the Miniſtry ; and to be Ambaſſadors 
of eſus Chri 5 Women as well as Men; and 
without any Premeditation or Study, if not with- 
Hut being able to read; where the Spirit has a 
Tongue to ſpeak ; that as Mr., Penn ſaith, the 
Spirit of Truth muſt not be refus d a Mouth to 
ſpeak with, though the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
asks, Who is ſufficient for theſe Things *' And others 
look upon this as a Burthen fitter for the Shoul- 
ders on Strength of Angels, than of weak, frail, 
mortal Men: And that too, only becauſe, ous 
Saviour tells His Apoſtles, 44atth. x. 19, 20, (Fe. 
When they, are * | before Kings, and Governor: 
for His Sake, to take 
$8734 1 peat, 


2 
ON 


no Thought what they ſhould 


4} 
en them in 


e Wen the Oats 
L* E che n 28 gps 


caſti Devils, nd braking manner 
1 a B Dijegſs which in Fer, 1. we read 


A Saviour as. much qualify'd the Apoſtles 850 
as the other. 

And yet "EYRE and becauſe oel ii. 28 
we have 4 Promiſe of God's. powring ont His 
n all Fleſh, ſo as that our Sons and Daughter ers 
all fee. La, and oll Men dream Dreams 3 
which St. Peter expreſly tells us, 4 APE: ii; 16. was 
fulfilled on the Day of Neef; ; and from othet 
the like Scriptures, the s think themſelves 
ſufficiently authorized to preach the Goſpel ; ſome 
of them before they are able to ſpeak Senſe, 
without bein alam, or afraid to aſcribe their 
alſom Faut es and Nonſenſe to the 
fotions of bg ; as well az to ow 
the-difficule.Places of. it, not by conipering 
with thoſe that are plain, and takii 8 — 
from thence, as all Learned and Wiſe Men uſu- 
ally do; but rather by making the Senſe of theſa 
Plain Places — to the Bd, of thoſe that 
are difficult; whereby, and by. their aeg << 
find Myſteries. in the cleareſt Texts, and leaving 
the literal Senſe in order to it, when there us 
neither Impiety, Abſurdity, or apy other good: 
Reaſon to oblige us thereto ; and by their not: 
Knowing, . or not conſidering, that the Nelren 
Wants the ative Degree, and ſo expreſſes. 
many Things y way of Negation or Denial, 


+ only; are to be underſiood n 


and that it ſhould 


li. 2. when he N 


Ie ] 
and with Teſpe& to;others'; of which we 
| 6 Foes rov. 0 5 "Fort ii. 13. c py 
er. 7775 3, 34. afl if eV 2] othet Fcriptires; 
and by 1 lg is Meam from the End; 
and the cher le inate 85 Inſtrumental Cauſe from 
= Principal; and when they bear of Mens bes 
he of G00, or any the like Thing at- 
eons eds. A, i, concluding it muſt be immedi- | 
ate] hout the C rence of any Hu- 
mane Ng by Inftruments'; I fay, by thefe and 
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